
                                                            
 

 

Sat       23rd *     Flight to Nairobi from Dublin* and possibly also Cork.  Overnight in Nairobi. 
 
Sun      24th         Bus journey across beautiful southern Kenya to Moshi in northern Tanzania.             
                              Overnight in Moshi Hotel. 
 
Mon     25th      Machame Gate 1800m to Machame Camp 3,100m. 

Our bus will take us to Machame Gate at the foot of Kilimanjaro. Our climb starts at the Machame 
Gate entrance to Kilimanjaro National Park at 1,800m above sea level. Here we team up with our 
guides, porters and cooks and begin our trek to “The Roof of Africa”. The climb starts along a trail 
through dense rainforest. Our first day is a 6 hour 9Km. trek climbing 1300m.  Approaching the 
Machame camp at 3,100m the path emerges into moorland with beautiful views. 

Tues     26th      Machame Camp 3,100m to Shira Camp 3,840m. 
Again a 6 hour 9Km trek this time rising 740m. The trail leaves the forest and rises up a steep boulder 
ridge onto the Shira plateau. From here there are stunning views with Mount Meru in the west where 
sunsets are breath taking. A further trek above Shira camp will help with acclimatisation. 

Weds    27th         Shira Camp 3,840m to Barranco Camp 3,950m via The Lava Tower: 
A 7 hour trek 11Km climbing 800m and descending again, a good day for acclimatisation climbing 
high and sleeping low. This is an extremely beautiful route first along a gentle incline towards Kibo, 
the highest volcanic crater, to a ridge with the Sharks Tooth rock feature and on to Lava Tower at 
4,600m then gradually descend to Baranco camp where there are great views of the icy Western 
Breach and the Barranco Wall.  

Thurs    28th       Barranco Camp 3,950m to Barafu Camp 4,700m 
A 6 hour trek 9Km. climbing 750m starting with a climb up the Barranco Wall it is steep but only 
requires scrambling on a few stretches. The trail has many climbs and drops across streams and finally 
across the Karanga river then a further hours climb up a steep and rocky lava ridge brings us to the 
Barafu camp. Here there is very little vegetation and may snow during the rainy seasons of April-May 
and November-December. Early to bed as tomorrow is summit day and it starts at midnight tonight. 

Fri          29th       Barafu Camp 4,700m to Summit 5895m 
We will rise at 11.00 pm to start our final ascent at midnight. This is a long tough day first ascending 
to the summit and then back down to Mweka camp at 3,100m taking up to 16 hours. The ascent is 
5Km climbing 1195m. The trail climbs up an increasingly steep valley passing Rebmann and Ratzel 
glaciers. Temperatures will be as low as -5 to -10 degrees. We climb to the rim of the Kibo volcano at 
Stella Point at 5,672m in time sunrise to light up spectacular views. A furthers hours climb along the 
rim reaches the summit Uhuru Peak at 5,895m the highest point on the African continent. Here we are 
surrounded by awe inspiring ice cliffs plunging away below and magnificent views of Mawenzi Peak 
and far beyond. 
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The descent retraces our steps back to Stella Point and down to Barfu camp where we will have a rest 
before dropping down to Mweka camp back in the forest. It is a 9Km trek with spectacular views of 
the plains below Kilimanjaro, taking 4 to 5 hours. We will have a good meal and sleep. 

Sat         30th      Mweka Camp 3,100m to Mweka Gate 1,800m 

The final descent is 10Km and takes 4 to 5 hours. Over breakfast there will be singing and 
celebrations with porters and guides. At Mweka Gate you will receive your Gold Summit Certificate 
to mark your achievement in climbing the highest mountain in Africa and reaching an altitude of 5895 
meters. We walk a short distance to Mweka village from where our bus will bring us to our hotel in 
Moshi for a hot shower and the celebrations will continue with a good dinner and plenty of beers. 

Sun       1st July   Return by bus to Nairobi.  
 
You will see the African lifestyle along the way. The traditional mud houses and the Massai people in 
their traditional dress herding sheep and cattle. Leaving Tanzania we cross the border into Kenya. 
 
Mon       2nd        Safari 
We will rise early to get to Nairobi National Park, less than an hours drive, before dawn when the 
animals are most active. Our guide Charles will drive us around the park to the waterholes where we 
will get a chance to watch many wild animals. 
 
Tues      3rd          Visit Projects          
 
Included in your payment for the trip is a donation to Africa Direct which we will spend on our 
projects. We fund education, health and training projects for the people of the Mukuru slum which has 
a population of 700,000 inhabitants. We will visit the slum and some of the projects we have funded 
such as Songa Mbele a special needs school, the first for the slums children. 
 
 Overnight Flight from Nairobi airport. 
 
Weds    4th       Arrival back in Ireland* 
 
 
*   Possibility that flights will go out Friday night 22nd June. Also possible return will be a day flight   
     not arriving till late evening of Wednesday 4th July. 
	

	

	
Information	&	Booking:	

Contact	Africa	Direct				

Email	africadirect@gmail.com					

Phone	021	4806425	
			21	Oliver	Plunkett	St.	Cork.	


