
                 The Story of The Good Shepherds in Kipsongo. 
 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

                               

 

 

 
 

 

                                                          
                                

                     

                          

                                                          
 

Women Mix Mud While Men Put On The Roof. 

 

Kipsongo was a slum built by Refugees on a dump outside the town of Kitale Western Kenya. 
 

People lived in paper houses. Children begged or scavenged, suffered malnutrition and moved to 

live on the streets at a young age. The house bred disease and people were ill and died young. 
 

Absolute poverty with no hope led to total loss of dignity. 

 

 

   Joyce in her home, 

one bed for the 

family, small table. 

Walls lined with 

cardboard boxes 

 

With Africa Direct funding the Kenyan Good Shepherd 

Sisters moved in in 2008. 

First step was training the women to care for 

themselves and their children with food and medical 

assistance. Dignity was restored, 

Next step was training in crafts, candle making and 

soap production to generate income. Hope was restored. 

 

 

Plastered with ash and decorated. 



  

 

 

                                                                                                        
      

 

                                                                                                               
                              

                                                              

                                                                                                      
 

 
 

                                                                                                         

Mud houses replaced the paper houses 

costing €200 each. The women saved €26 

to pay for the wood the rest was funded. 

Health improved, the mortality rate 

dropped.  

Children had a separate room, a home. 

Gardens were started 

 

 

2015 
The Women being funded by Africa 

Direct to start their own farming. 

For €100 a woman can be set up to rent a 

plot of land with seed and tools to grow 

maize for food and income and set aside 

rent money for the next year. 

2015 
The Pre-school built by Irish Aid is run  

by the Sisters growing 10 acres of beans. 

 

Forty four older orphans fostered in 

Kipsongo homes have their travel and 

uniform costs funded by Africa Direct to 

go to a boarding school back in Turkana. 

2016 
Emergency Shelter built for women who 

leave home due to abuse or pregnancy 

and for orphans. This will also be used 

for the Turkana women, who 

traditionally give birth at home, to 

prepare them for a hospital delivery. 


