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Background 

Kipsongo Slum stands on a four-acre piece of land, which is the property of the Kitale 

municipality. In the early 1970s, the area was the dumping site for Kitale town. Running 

away from the violence-hit areas of ‘West Pokot’ District, having nowhere to go, and no 

one to give them food, the victims camped at the damp site, which eventually became 

their home. The municipal council allowed them to clean up the site and settle in it.  

Today there are more than three hundred families living in the four-acre piece of land 

with nowhere else to call home. They own nothing but their precious lives. They live on 

what people throw away. Their houses are made of plastic/ polythene sheets of all kind 

fixed together. When children elsewhere leave every morning to go to school, the 

children from this area leave for the streets. The children’s legs are invested with 

parasites (Jiggers-a parasite that gets into the skin, builds a home under the skin feeds on 

the blood from the victim while breeding more) a sign of unhygienic living conditions. 

Their food is from the garbage bins. People in Kitale do not like to associate themselves 

with this particular group of people. Worse still nobody not even the government pays 

any attention to their plight. In the month of August alone, there were sixteen persons 

reported dead. They die from HIV/AIDS related infections, from starvation, and even 

from simple diseases like Malaria and Pneumonia. Prostitution is the order of the day, 

posing a danger to all residents of Kitale as far as the spread of HIV/AIDS is concerned. 

Children, as young as thirteen years, are bringing up families of their own, instead of 

being in school. Their lives are always in danger. Drug dealers have an easy access to the 

youngsters who are very vulnerable, explaining reasons for increased criminal activities. 

The situation is inhuman and the challenges are overwhelming for anyone willing to 

support these people.    

To start with 

We may not be able to embrace everything at a go but we could start somewhere. We 

have identified seventy-five women who are also mothers, ready and willing to take small 

strides towards a different way of living and earning. Being so big a group, we have 



clustered them according to interest. Some, between the age of twenty and thirty-five, 

wishes to learn how to run small-scale businesses. A group of those advanced in age, 

forty and above, will engage in production of artifacts, which will be sold to sustain their 

lives. And the youngest in the group, ages thirteen to nineteen, will start with skills 

training. 

 

So far we have had meetings with the community to map out our strategies and they are 

very enthusiastic. We have also called the attention of the local Authority responsible for 

the area that we would have to get involved especially on maters of health for entire 

community.   

Children   

We have also identified children aged between five and fifteen that we intend to engage 

in different activities as we prepare them to join other children in formal learning. As I 

mentioned above, most of these children collect food for their families from what other 

people throw away. A lot of them are malnourished. We will need a feeding program for 

them to be able to concentrate in any organized activity. We hope that eventually all will 

be in school. In the meantime we shall work towards economic empowerment of their 

mothers to be able to take up the responsibility of caring for their children. This will 

surely take some time and resources (which we do not have) but it is possible with all the 

good-hearted people in the world. 

Gratitude  

We are grateful to ‘Africa direct’ for the funding to enable this project. Your generosity 

will forever be registered in the Good Shepherd books and more so in the lives of the 

women whose lives will begin to take a different turn. May God bless you. We shall keep 

you informed of the development. Please visit us when you do come to Kenya. 

 


